POSILAC (rBGH) Insert

Recombinant bovine growth hormone (rBGH or rBST) is a genetically engineered hormone. Formerly manufactured by the Monsanto Corporation, it is now owned by Elanco, a subsidiary of drug giant, Eli Lilly. This drug is commercially sold under the name POSILAC and is known to increase the rate of 16 different medical conditions in cows, which are required to be listed on the insert included with the product. Below you will find a portion of that insert outlining all of the potential side effects of rBGH.
POSILAC (sometribove zinc suspension)

Description: POSILAC (sometribove zinc suspension) is a sterile, prolonged-release injectable formulation of a recombinant DNA-derived bovine somatotropin analog in single-dose syringes each containing 500 mg of sometribove zinc. 
Precautions And Side Effects

Reproduction. Use of POSILAC may result in reduced pregnancy rates in injected cows and an increase in days open for first calf heifers. Cows injected with POSILAC may have small decreases in gestation length and birth weight of calves. Also, the incidence of retained placenta may be higher. Use of POSILAC should be preceded by implementation of a comprehensive and ongoing herd reproductive health program
Mastitis. Cows injected with POSILAC are at an increased risk for mastitis (visibly abnormal milk) and may have higher milk somatic cell counts. The number of cows affected with clinical mastitis and the number of cases per cow may increase. In addition, the risk of subclinical mastitis (milk not visibly abnormal) is increased. You should have comprehensive mastitis management practices in place on your dairy before using POSILAC.
General Health. Cows injected with POSILAC may require more therapeutic drug treatment for mastitis and other health problems.
Cows injected with POSILAC may experience periods of increased body temperature unrelated to illness. To minimize the effect, take appropriate measures during periods of high environmental temperature to reduce heat stress. Use care to differentiate whether increased body temperature is caused by illness or use of POSILAC.

Use of POSILAC may result in an increase in digestive disorders such as indigestion, bloat, and diarrhea.

There may be an increase in the number of cows experiencing periods of “off-feed” (reduced feed intake) during use of POSILAC.

Studies indicated that cows injected with POSILAC had increased numbers of enlarged hocks and lesions (e.g. lacerations, enlargements, calluses) of the knee (carpal region), and second lactation or older cows had more disorders of the foot region. However, results of these studies did not indicate that use of POSILAC increased lameness.

Injection Site Reactions. A mild temporary swelling of 3-5 cm (1-2 inches) in diameter may occur at the injection site beginning about 3 days after injection and may persist up to 6 weeks following injection. Larger swellings may occur in cows injected in the neck area compared to behind the shoulder or in the depression on either side of the tailhead. Some cows may experience swellings up to 10 cm (4 inches) in diameter that remain permanent but are not associated with animal health problems. However, if permanent blemishes are objectionable to you, stop treatment of these cows. Also stop using POSILAC in cows with injection site swellings that repeatedly open and drain.

Udder Edema. POSILAC is approved for use starting during the 9th or 10th week of lactation. Risk of udder edema may increase if injections start later in lactation.
