
P h y s i c i a n s   f o r   S o c i a l   R e s p o n s i b i l i t y

PSR is the U.S. affiliate of 
International Physicians for 
the Prevention of Nuclear War, 
recipient of the 1985 Nobel 
Prize for Peace.

Inside this issue

PSR Reports
V i s i t  P S R  o n  t h e  w e b  a t  w w w . p s r . o r g

Vol. 32, NO. 2
fall 2010

2	 SPSR to Hold Conference
	 April 8–10, 2011, in DC
 
3	 Environmental Health 	
	 Toolkit Reaches Migrant 	
	 Farmworker Familes
 
5	 Chapters Address 
	 Nuclear Arms, Fossil Fuels

6	 PSR’s Leadership Circle

From the  
Executive Director

As we come to the final 
months of 2010, it’s ap-

propriate to pause to reflect on 
the success of our intense efforts 
these past two years on our core 
issues. When I took the reins 
at PSR in early 2009, it was an 
exhilarating time and, in spite 
of a difficult economy, we set 
our sights high. This year, we 
had some clear wins on policies 
to decrease reliance on nuclear 
weapons, increase attention to 
carbon pollution and change the 
dynamic of the discussion about 
new nuclear reactors. At the 
same time, we were challenged 
by the reality that lasting change 
is difficult to achieve. 

As we entered an increasingly 
tough political climate, we faced 
the realities of competing prior-
ities, unappealing bargains and 
mounting opposition. Although 
these challenges tested our met-
tle, I’m convinced that it is just 
such times for which PSR is so 
well equipped—and so needed. 
We have never been about the 
easy win. We don’t expect prog-
ress to happen overnight, and 
we have never relied on a wave of 
popular opinion to validate our 
mission. Often, we have gone 
against the grain and pursued 
our goals in spite of the odds. 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8

PSR and others in the nuclear dis-
armament community led an in-

tense, year-long effort to educate the 
Senate and the public about the im-
portance of the New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (New START). This 
nation-wide campaign culminated in 
a rare bipartisan vote (14–4) by the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
on September 16th, 2010, to approve 
the treaty and refer it to the full Sen-
ate for a vote. This victory represents 
the most significant advancement in 
nuclear arms control in more than a 
decade, but our work is far from over. 

PSR was on the ground with speak-
er tours and organizers in Arizona, 
Georgia, Iowa, Indiana, Maine and 
Tennessee. With efforts from chap-
ters, members, board members and 
staff, we ensured that key senators 
heard a constant drumbeat of sup-
port for New START. The successful 
committee vote builds momentum 
and clears the way for a vote by the 
full Senate. Our next urgent effort: 
to convince the Senate to take up this 
issue before the end of the year—and 
to gain the 67 votes needed to ratify 
the treaty.

In September, following the com-
mittee vote, Ira Helfand, M.D., vis-
ited the University of Notre Dame’s 
Kroc Institute of Peace, for a public 
discussion about the treaty, joined 
by Col. Richard Klass, U.S. Air 

On New START, a Victory 
and a Larger Vision 

Force (ret.) of the Center for Arms 
Control and Non-Proliferation, 
and Assistant Secretary of State Rose 
Gottemoeller, the principal negotia-
tor on New START. More speaking 
tours, media interviews and out-
reach activities are planned for the 
coming months. PSR will continue 
to play a special role in DC coali-
tions, and in the key states of Maine, 
Massachusetts and Iowa. 

PSR has launched 
the Environ-

mental Health 
Policy Institute, an 
online think tank 
exploring toxics, 
health, and policy 
through monthly 
topics and essays 
from environmental 
health experts. Each 
month, the Institute 
poses a question 
to a group of experts from the fields 
of medicine, nursing, toxicology, 
environmental health science and 
public health. The resulting essays on 
a unified theme are posted online, 

creating an archive of 
expert opinion and 
ideas on toxics policy. 

Kristen Welker-
Hood, PSR’s director 
of environment and 
health, decided to 
launch the institute as 
she was planning the 
next phase of PSR’s 
toxics program and 
realized that the tox-
ics movement needed 

a platform that would help amplify 
the health voice around these issues. 
“We know that people are exposed to 
toxic chemicals every day,” she said. 

PSR’s Online Think Tank 
Amplifies Public Health 
Voices on Toxics Policy

Ira Helfand, M.D., at the 
University of Notre Dame’s Kroc 
Institute of Peace, in September 
for a public discussion about the 
New Strategic Arms Reduction 
Treaty, joined by Col. Richard 
Klass, U.S. Air Force (ret.) of 
the Center for Arms Control 
and Non-Proliferation, and 
Assistant Secretary of State Rose 
Gottemoeller, the principal 
negotiator on New START.

Executive Director Peter Wilk, M.D. at the 
IPPNW World Congress in August. A PSR 
delegation including PSR president Dr. Jeff 
Patterson, student PSR co-president Craig 
Levoy, and Board members Drs. Ed Ifft, 
Robert Gould, Ira Helfand, Andy Kanter, 
Don Mellman, Maureen McCue and 
John Rachow, and PSR security program 
manager Ashish Sinha, attended this 
inspiring event in Basel, Switzerland.
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Student Physicians for Social Re-
sponsibility welcomed University 

of South Florida medical student 
Craig Levoy as new co-president for 
the school year. Craig and fellow co-
president Jessie Duvall, a University 
of Washington medical student, will 
work with other leadership council 
members including Marie Kim of the 
University of Iowa College of Medi-
cine to provide direction, training 
and support to chapters around the 
country working on a global, local and 
regional issues. The students launched 
a leadership and capacity-building ef-
fort in August with the roll out of the 
new Medical Student Advocacy Toolkit 
and Guide and an online training for 
campus and community organizing. 

SPSR warmly thanks Dr. Tova 
Fuller, who finished a three-year 
term as SPSR co-president in 
January, for her exceptional leader-
ship, energy and strategic vision, 
which helped to strengthen and 
expand the student program. 

Medical Student Conference: April 
8-10th in Washington, D.C.
SPSR will hold its biennial confer-
ence this spring in Washington, DC. 
Entitled “Rx for Survival: Social Jus-
tice and Medical Advocacy,” the con-
ference will bring together the next 
generation of health professionals 
defining smart policy and social re-
sponsibility will help prepare the next 
generation of PSR leaders and be an 
opportunity to celebrate PSR’s 50th 
anniversary. More details about the 
conference can be found at  
www.psr.org/rxforsurvival2011. 

What You Can Do
Recommend a student
Sponsor a student for the conference 
For sponsorship information, please contact 
Natasha Ghent-Rodriquez, nrodriquez@psr.
org or (202) 587-5227.

Medical Student Activism Underway

PSR teamed up with the makers of 
the documentary film Countdown 

to Zero to generate interest in—and 
inspire action to address—the global 
threat posed by nuclear weapons. Our 
chapters held educational events, 
rallies and panel presentations in 
conjunction with the film’s release. 
Security Committee Chair and Board 
Member Ira Helfand, M.D., and 
long-time PSR member Jennifer 
Leaning, M.D. were featured in the 
film and delivered its most sober-
ing commentary. Ploughshares Fund 
provided support for our organiza-
tional and promotional efforts, help-
ing to draw thousands to see the film 
and participate in discussions on what 
we can do to rid our world of these 
terrible weapons.

The energy and excitement around 
Countdown to Zero led to the launch of 
PSR’s “1 more 4 zero” campaign, an 
effort to inspire people to build com-
munity-wide efforts to address this 
issue. Check www.1more4zero.org 
or contact PSR’s Manager of Security 

Programs Ashish Sinha at asinha@
psr.org to find out how you can get 
involved in this broader movement. 

PSR/Los Angeles sold out the 
opening-day screening of Countdown 
to Zero on July 30 at the Arclight 
Hollywood Cinema. Hundreds at-
tended the screening, which was 
followed by a discussion with writer 
and director Lucy Walker, producer 
Lawrence Bender and Ploughshares 
Fund President Joe Cirincione.

PSR/New York held two screen-
ings of Countdown to Zero, on July 23 
and August 5, at the Angelika Film 
Centre and Empire 25 in New York 
City. Cathey Falvo, M.D., hosted a 
panel discussion after the premier 
with PSR Executive Director Peter 
Wilk, M.D., and PSR board members 
Andy Kanter, M.D., and Vic Sidel, 
M.D. (co-founder of PSR).

PSR/Chicago staged a public 
rally with the North Suburban Peace 
Initiative featuring activists with 
Countdown to Zero t-shirts, models of 
the bombs dropped on Japan, and 

Dr. Bob Meyers of the World Security 
Institute. Sarah Lovinger, M.D., 
PSR/Chicago executive director, also 
hosted a panel discussion on Countdown 
to Zero and global nuclear disarmament 
with Kennette Benedict, Ph.D., edi-
tor and publisher of the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists, and a PSR/ National 
board member, and PSR President 
Jeff Patterson, D.O.

PSR/Arizona organized 200 activ-
ists for the Countdown to Zero screening 
in Tuscon. Each attendee was asked 
to sign a postcard to Senators John 
Kyl (R-AZ) and John McCain (R-
AZ) urging support for New START. 
Actions packets which included PSR 
talking points and extra postcards to 
share with friends were distributed 
at the event. Sixteen hundred post-
cards were collected and delivered 
to senators.

Other PSR chapters promoting the 
film as a means to mobilization in-
cluded those in Austin, Iowa, Maine, 
Oregon, Sacramento, San Francisco 
and Washington state.

Nuclear Weapons Documentary Spurs 	
“1 More 4 Zero” Campaign

Elizabeth Richey, Dartmouth; Jessie Duval, University of Washington, Craig Levoy, University of South 
Florida and Sana Hashimi, Stanford at the 2010 student summit in D.C. in May.

The SPSR advocacy toolkit is a training guide 

for future health professionals, built to help 

students grow into successful  

medical advocates. Download your  

free copy at psr.org. 

SPSR

STUDENT PHYSICIANSFOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Preventing what we cannot cure

Student  Medical  Advocacy Toolkit
A training guide for future health professionals

NATAShA GheNT-RodRiGuezNeeThu PuTTA
JeSSie duvAll
TovA FulleR, Ph.d.

PSR
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PSR’s new report, “Coal Ash: The 
Toxic Threat to our Health and 

Environment” has received substantial 
radio coverage and has been cited in 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s public hearings on coal ash.  

The report, produced with 
Earthjustice, documents how toxic 
substances—including arsenic, lead, 
mercury, cadmium, chromium and 
selenium—leak, leach and spill from 
coal ash storage sites across the coun-
try, contaminating underground 
aquifers and endangering human 
health. Some states allow coal ash to 
be used as structural fill, agricultural 
soil additive, a top layer on unpaved 
roads, fill for abandoned mines, a 
spread on snowy roads, and even as 
cinders on school running tracks.

Coal ash contaminants contribute 
to several forms of cancer, as well as 
lung disease, kidney disease, mental 
retardation, neurological damage and 
even death.

PSR released the report as the EPA 
was conducting public hearings in 

PSR Addresses Health 
Dangers of Coal Ash 

eight cities across the country on its 
proposal to regulate coal ash.  PSR 
was the only consistent 
medical voice present at 
these hearings. Our phy-
sicians and staff testified 
at six of the hearings; in 
Chicago; Arlington, Va.; 
Denver; Charlotte, N.C.; 
Pittsburgh and Knoxville, 
they provided much-
needed perspective on the 
human health costs asso-
ciated with this problem.

The EPA has offered 
two options for coal ash 
disposal, only one of 
which would require man-
datory federal regulation.  
PSR has strongly endorsed 
that option, known as “Subtitle C,” as 
the alternative that would adequately 
protect human health.  PSR urges all 
of its members to read the report, 
available on the PSR website, and to 
contact the EPA at rcra-docket@epa.
gov voicing their support for strong, 
federally enforceable safeguards that 
guarantee coal ash will not pollute 
our drinking water, rivers, streams, 
wildlife and communities.  

PSR’s Safe and Healthy Children 
(Niños Seguros y Sanos) pilot project, 

funded by the W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion, aims to diminish health prob-
lems among the children of migrant 
and seasonal farm workers by pre-
venting and reducing their exposure 
to environmental hazards, including 
pesticides, lead, and overexposure 
to sun and heat. A train-the-trainer 
curriculum, based on PSR’s Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics-
endorsed Pediatric Environmental Health 
Toolkit, is being used to disseminate 
the program. The curriculum fo-
cuses on the unique vulnerabilities 
of children and fosters community 
collaboration to address the problem.

The first workshop was held in 
September in Lansing, Michigan, and 
was a resounding success. Twenty-
five Head Start-associated personnel 
and support staff participated in the 
training, including the director of the 
Head Start program, health educators, 
nurses, a nutritionist, the directors 
of special education, and the direc-
tor and staff of outreach from the 
local Migrant & Seasonal Head Start 
Program and Migrant & Community 
Health Centers. Attendees pro-
vided positive feedback; “Most of my 
education on migrant and seasonal 
farm workers has been focused on 

pesticides. This training has broad-
ened my knowledge and introduced 
me to new topics to discuss with fami-
lies” said one, and another comment-
ed “I will take the exposure prevention 
section with me and implement it in 
my daily life.”  Those trained at the 
initial training have in turn trained 
an additional 50 people.

Pediatric Environmental Health Toolkit 
Reaches Migrant Farmworker Families 

 A second training is planned in 
October in Florida. At the end of the 
pilot phase, PSR will have a program 
ready to be rolled out to Head Start 
programs nationwide.

For more information about Safe 
and Health Children project, contact 
Project Manager Marybeth Palmigiano 
at mpalmigiano@psr.org.

Two dozen homes were destroyed or damaged by 
the 2008 coal ash spill in Kingston, Tennessee.

Coal Ash

A RepoRt FRom physiciAns  

FoR sociAl Responsibility

And eARthJustice  

By 

Barbara Gottlieb with  

Steven G. Gilbert, PhD, DABT  

and Lisa Gollin Evans

The toxic threat to our  
health and environment

PSR’s Lansing, 
Michigan train-
ing on helping 
migrant farm 
worker families 
prevent against 
environmental 
health hazards.
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Some members of the 111th 
Congress are pushing to autho-

rize tens of billions more dollars 
in nuclear loan guarantees in the 
lame-duck session this November/
December. The Department of En-
ergy currently has $18.5 billion in 
authority for nuclear guarantees, of 
which $8.3 billion has been given out 
for two reactors in Georgia. It will 
take years to know whether this proj-
ect will fail, leaving taxpayers on the 
hook to pay back the loan. 

PSR and its coalition partners are 
pushing back. We are educating poli-
cymakers, the media, and the public 
about the dangers of nuclear power 
and the folly of investing taxpayer 
dollars in it.

We are providing hard evidence 
against further loan guarantees. 

New Reports Debunk Nuclear 
Renaissance Myth
Two new reports look at the econom-
ics of new reactors and whether more 

subsidies can actually kick-start the 
U.S. nuclear industry. Is There a Nuclear 
Revival in the United States?, a new paper 
by the director of PSR’s Safe Energy 
program, Michele Boyd, concludes 
that the U.S. will start to construct 
as many new reactors as the federal 
government and states are willing to 
heavily subsidize, but the projects may 
never be completed. Given decreased 
electricity demand, increasing cost of 
new reactors, and decreasing costs of 
renewables, even large subsidies may 
not be enough to make new reactors 
competitive with cheaper alternatives, 
especially efficiency measures, natural 
gas, and a range of renewable tech-
nologies. The paper, published by 
the Heinrich Böll Foundation, also 
concludes that heavily subsidizing the 
first few reactors will not be sufficient 
to make subsequent reactors econom-
ically competitive without subsidies. 

A second report, by Mark Cooper, 
Ph.D., with the Vermont Law School, 
refutes the claims—popular with some 

PSR Challenges New 
Nuclear Loan Guarantees 

Summer and fall were filled with 
lots of local, state and regional 

action. Chapters could be found, 
among other things, testifying 
about the need for strong health-
protective regulations for coal ash, 
mentoring medical students to be 
the next generation of physician 
advocates, and educating the public, 
policymakers, and fellow physicians 
about the importance of reductions 
in nuclear arsenals. Of particu-
lar note, 12 chapters hosted movie 
screenings of Countdown to Zero, a film 
highlighting the dangers associated 
with nuclear weapons; see the story 
on page 2. And several chapters 
trained physicians and other health 
professionals to be environmental 
health ambassadors as part of PSR’s 
Confronting Toxics program.

PSR/Oregon teamed up with 
the Oregon Public Health Associa-
tion to host “Politics 101: Finding 
Your Voice to Advocate for Public 
Health,” a training designed to teach 
health professionals how to be more 
effective advocates on public health 
issues. On August 6th, the Or-
egon chapter held a remembrance 
event for the 65th anniversary of 
the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. The chapter is helping 
hospitals in Oregon and Southwest 
Washington implement farm-to-
hospital initiatives, such as farmers 
markets and farm stands, by provid-

Michele Boyd, director of PSR’s Safe Energy program, at the release of 
her new report “Is There a Nuclear Revival in the United States?” The 
Heinrich Boll Foundation and Center for Strategic International Studies 
sponsored a panel presentation for the release. Download a free copy from 
the Resources and Publications tab at psr.org. 

Chapters Address 
Nuclear Arms, 
Fossil Fuels

Continued on page 5

PSR

ing access to resources and direct 
technical assistance.

PSR/Florida, along with the 
University of South Florida College 
of Medicine PSR student chapter, 
placed an op-ed on New START, 
lobbied on the issue and held a lunch 
presentation titled the “Medical Ef-
fects of Nuclear War” by Ira Helfand, 
M.D. More than 70 medical and 
health professional students at-
tended. Students were urged to write 
Senator Lemieux (R-FL) asking for 
his support for the treaty. 

PSR/Western North Carolina 
partnered with the World Affairs 
Council to promote events such as 
“Beyond War” and “Nuclear Weapons 
and the Human Future” at University 
of North Carolina-Asheville. The 
chapter continues its active opposition 
to Duke Energy’s Cliffside coal plant. 
They also convened a Hiroshima Day 
candlelight vigil for peace in down-
town Asheville on August 6th and held 
a three-day exhibit at the Southern 
Energy and Environmental EXPO, 
promoting a sustainable environment 
and nuclear disarmament.

PSR/Greater Austin’s Karen 
Lewis, M.D., a pediatrician and 
member of PSR/National, represent-
ed PSR at the EPA hearing in Dallas 
on proposed coal ash regulations. 
Dr. Lewis urged the EPA to assume 
regulation of coal ash disposal under 
subtitle C of the Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act of 1976. Dr. 
Lewis further commented, at a press 
conference organized by Sierra Club, 
that coal ash contains some of the 
world’s deadliest toxins. More than 
300 people attended the hearing.

PSR/Chicago is supporting its 
two new student chapters, one at 
the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago College of Medicine and one at 
Northwestern University’s Feinberg 
School of Medicine. Both chapters 
have sailed into the current school 
year complete with student officers, 
plans and enthusiasm for building 
robust and sustainable chapters. Ann 
Alexander, a lawyer with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, is deliv-
ering a talk on each campus this fall 
on “The Medical Consequences of 
the Gulf Oil Spill.”

Sen. Herb Kohl, (D-WI), second from left, with PSR/Wisconsin delegation Jeff Patterson, D.O.;  
Pam Kleiss, executive director; and Alfred Meyer on PSR’s Day of Action.
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policymakers—that the French have 
solved the waste and cost problems 
of nuclear power and that the French 
nuclear industry should be model 
for the United States. Policy Challenges 
of Nuclear Reactor Construction documents 
that the French nuclear program is 
marked by escalating costs, just like 
the U.S. program. Processes such as 
standardizing reactor design, learning 
by doing, and increasing economies 
of scale have failed to lower reactor 
costs as predicted. The two French 
reactors currently under construc-
tion in Europe, Olkiluoto in Finland 
and Flamanville in France, are each 
years behind schedule and billions 
of Euros over budget. The French 
reactor design, proposed for two sites 
in the United States, has yet to be 
licensed here because of serious tech-
nical issues. Moreover, Dr. Cooper’s 
report finds that new reactors actually 

From the President

One of the most rewarding aspects 
of the PSR presidency has been 

traveling, speaking and working with 
PSR members and like-minded folks 
from other organizations. This has 
proven to be very heartening, both to 
realize what a powerful role PSR plays 
in this community and to be uplifted 
by the tremendous activity and dedi-
cation that I have seen. We truly are 
changing things for the future.  

I was recently in Chicago to testify 
at hearings being held by the EPA on 
coal ash regulations. PSR was present, 
along with the Sierra Club and many 
other groups, to take part in a well-
organized set of testimonies as well 
as a large demonstration in Grant 
Park. The hearings coincided with 
the release of PSR’s new report on the 
health effects of coal ash, an effort 
coordinated by Deputy Director Barb 
Gottlieb and the Environment and 
Health Committee. A special thanks 
to Barb, PSR board member Steve 
Gilbert and Lisa Evans of Earthjustice 
for authoring this clear, concise re-
port. Many activists were carrying 
around copies of our previous coal 
report, reaffirming that PSR plays a 
major role in the discussion of the 
dangers of coal. 

I also traveled to Nashville, where 
I met with longtime PSR members 
Drs. Manfred and Sue Menking. 
The main events were the opening 
of the documentary film Countdown 
to Zero and a meeting with the aide 
to Senator Corker, who provided a 
key Republican vote in the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee to 
bring the New START treaty to the 
Senate floor. The movie opening 
on a Friday night was attended by 

250 people, most of whom stayed 
for a discussion of nuclear issues 
led by myself and Rev. Tyler Wigg-
Stevenson, a dynamic organizer and 
leader of the Two Futures Project. 
Then about 60 people adjourned 
to a local restaurant for further dis-
cussion. On Saturday, we met with 
Senator Corker’s aide for an hour. 
Following this trip, I called PSR 
members in Tennessee, who were ea-
ger to help by making calls to Senator 
Corker. The Senator announced his 
support for the treaty the following 
Tuesday, two days before the vote. 
Similar trips by others, such as Drs. 
Ira Helfand and Bob Gould, played 
essential roles in other target states. 

Finally, I was recently in Iowa 
where I spoke and shared two days of 
planning and strategizing at a terrific 
conference organized by our PSR/ 
Iowa chapter under the leadership 
of Drs. John Rachow and Maureen 
McCue, with a coalition including 
Veterans for Peace, several religious 
groups and others. The second day 
was an enlightening presentation by 
ReThink Media, a California-based 
group with whom we have been work-
ing. One can view their informa-
tion on how to talk about nuclear 
weapons at http://usintheworld.org/
wp-content/uploads/messaging_
guidance/TalkingNuclearWeapons_
PersuadableMiddle.pdf. 

These experiences give me great 
hope for the future. Through the 
dedication, work and perseverance of 
PSR activists, along with like minded 
groups, we are having an effect and 
taking steps in the right direction. 

 It is important for us to remem-
ber Einstein’s famous quote about 

drifting toward unparalleled ca-
tastrophe and to renew our efforts 
based upon the first part of his quote 
that is often missed: “We must never 
relax our efforts to arouse in the 
people of the world, and especially 
in their governments, an awareness 
of the unprecedented disaster which 
they are absolutely certain to bring 
on themselves unless there is a fun-
damental change in their attitudes 
toward one another as well as their 
concept of the future.”

 This is what PSR is about!

Jeffrey J. Patterson, D.O.

Professor, Department of Family Medicine,  
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and 
Public Health

Around the Country, PSR Members 
Strive to Change Our Way of Thinking 

“crowd out” the cheaper and clean 
solutions to climate change: renew-
able energy and efficiency projects. 
Significantly, the French track record 
on renewable energy and efficiency is 
poor compared to similar European 
countries. The same is true in U.S. 
states in which new reactors have been 
proposed. Renewable and energy 
efficiency resources are four times 
greater in the U.S. than in Europe, 
and enjoy a greater cost advantage 
over nuclear power. 

The Challenge in the Next Congress
The question facing U.S. policy-
makers is whether to attempt to 
restart an industry that will require 
large taxpayer subsidies indefinitely. 
In the next two years, the nuclear 
reactor industry will be pushing for 
a dramatic escalation of the funding 
for new loan guarantees. PSR will 
be working with grassroots groups 

and other coali-
tion partners to 
continue to provide 
the medical voice 
in these debates. 
Policymakers seek 
out and depend on 
PSR’s medical and 
public health per-
spective—because 
we supply viable 
solutions and smart 
policy recommen-
dations grounded 
in scientific exper-
tise and the moral 
sensibility of the 
medical commu-
nity. 

For more infor-
mation on the Safe Energy program, 
please contact Program Director 
Michele Boyd at mboyd@psr.org or 
(202) 587-5242.

Nuclear reactors 
“crowd out” renewable 
energy and efficiency 
projects.

PSR Board President 
Jeff Patterson, D.O., 
in Nashville with 
long-time PSR 
members Susan 
Menking, M.D., and 
Manfred Menking, 
M.D., for speaking 
events to discuss the 
importance of New 
START.
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PSR is grateful to 

the many individuals 

who provide generous 

and critical support for 

our programs. The 2009 

Leadership Circle members 

are acknowledged at 

right. For information on 

joining PSR’s Leadership 

Circle, please contact  

Mary Dillon Kerwin 

at (202) 587-5231 or 

mkerwin@psr.org.
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Sandra L. Jones
Martin Phillips/Phillips Legacy 

Fund

Gold ($5,000 to $9,999)

Anonymous (3)
Nancy Bucher, M.D.
Paul Francis and  

Mimi Francis
Lee Francis, M.D., M.P.H.
Adam Geballe, M.D. and  

Carol Geballe, M.D.
Thomas L. Hall, M.D., M.P.H.
David L. Knierim	
Mary Liebman and 

Charles Liebman
Alan H. Lockwood, M.D. and 

Anne Lockwood, Ph.D.
John Rachow, M.D.	
Fred Segal
Alexis Strongin, M.D.

Silver ($2,500 to $4,999)

Anonymous (2)
Herb Abrams, M.D.
Beth and Steve Bangert	
Erma B. Bennett
Kent J. Bransford, M.D.
Christine K. Cassel, M.D. 

and Michael McCally, M.D., 
Ph.D.

Stanley Eisenberg	
Cathey Falvo, M.D., M.P.H. 

and Kenneth Falvo, M.D.
Daniel Fine, M.D. and  

Anita Fine
Erica Frank, M.D. M.P.H.
Robert L. Gable and  

Mrs. Jeanne R. Gable 
Nancy E. Gibbs, M.D.
David C. Hall, M.D. and  

Rev. Anne S. Hall
Linda Headrick, M.D. and  

David Setzer, Ph.D.
Lola Lloyd Horwitz
Andrew S. Kanter, M.D., 

M.P.H.
Evan Kanter, M.D. and  

Suzanne DuRard
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Keil
Jonathan Otis Kerlin
Amy Knopf
Stan M. Lindenfeld, M.D.
Priscilla Johnson McMillan
Janet Neuburg, M.D., M.P.H.
Thomas B. Newman, M.D., 

M.P.H.
Jose Quiroga, M.D.
John D’Arcy Reinhard, M.D. 

and Carol B. Reinhard
Karin Ringler, Ph.D. and  

Richard Ringler
Steve Stolder
Robert C. Wesley, M.D.
Peter Wilk, M.D. and  

Jan Wilk

Bronze ($1,000 to $2,499)

Anonymous (5)
Jane E. Aaron
Sidney Alexander, M.D. and  

Susan Alexander
Barbara Allen		
Bruce and Joann Amundson
Dorothy L. Anderson, M.D. 

and Roy Hankins, M.D.
Gina Angiola, M.D. and  

Steven Rappaport, M.D.

Bryan Arling, M.D.	
Eric B. Bass	
Vernon W. Berglund, M.D.
Rudolf A. Bergmann	
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Berry, 

Ph.D.
Margaret Biggar	
Eugenie Bradford	
Christopher R. Brown and  

Susan Urquhart-Brown
Earl Budin, M.D.	
William Carey, M.D.
Frank M. Castillo, M.D.
Ralph Cazort, M.D.
Robert Chalfin, M.D.
Noam Chomsky, Ph.D.	
Ben Cohen
Jane L. Coleman, M.D. and 

Richard Whittington, M.D.
Charles L. Conlon, M.D. and 

Rosemary M. Conlon, M.D.
Charles N. Cornell, M.D.
Irwin Cromwell and  

Florence Cromwell
James F. Crow
Kathleen Crowley and  

Chris Abouzeid
Jeffrey Dennis
Katherine B. Dickson and  

Mark Dickson
Leland W. Doan, M.D.
Linda Dow, M.D. and  

James Morgenstern, M.D.
David Dressler, M.D.
Gwen L. DuBois, M.D. and 

Terrence T. Fitzgerald, M.D.
Julian Eligator, M.D. and  

Rhoda S. Eligator
Carol English and P. Black
Roy G. Farrell, M.D. and  

Leigh Farrell
Peter U. Feig, M.D. and  

Andrea Feig
Evelyn R. Ferguson
Sue Fischlowitz and  

David Roberts
Paul R. Fisher, M.D.
Naomi C. Franklin
John A. Frantz, M.D. and  

Mary Frantz, M.D.
Benno Friedman
Robert Friedman, M.D.
Marie L. Gaillard
Steve Gilbert, Ph.D.
John Gillette, M.D.
Miriam Gingerich
Eli Glatstein, M.D.
Sarah and Seth Glickenhaus
Stanley M. Godshall, M.D.
John M. Goldenring, M.D., 

M.P.H.
John W. Goppelt, M.D.	
Susan G. Gordon, M.D.
Rick F. Graap, M.D.
Richard Grady, M.D.
Catherine Grant, M.D.
Martin C. Gregory, M.D.
Charles Grossman, M.D.
Jana Gunnell, M.D., M.P.H.
John C. Haas and  

Chara C. Haas
Rolt Habersang, M.D.
Peter R. Hammond, M.D.
Robin L. Hansen, M.D.
Jimmy Hara, M.D. and  

Diane Hara, M.D. 
Paul Harmon
Andrew Harris, M.D.
Cynthia O. Harris, M.D. and  

Leo Harris	
Mary Louise Hartenstein
Gerri Haynes, R.N. and  

Robert Haynes, M.D.
Scottie Held		
Dr. Mark R. Hilty, M.D. and 

Maryanne Noris-Hilty, M.D.
Jen Hobbins

Alan D. Hoffman, M.D. and  
Judith Hoffman

Mary Page Hufty, M.D.
James S. Irwin, M.D.
George T. Johnson, M.D. and 

Kristina Johnson
John P. Judson, M.D. and Ann 

Marie Judson
Myrna Kanter		
Harry L. Keyserling, M.D.
Barbara Kingsolver
Margaret Kitchell, M.D.	
James Knopf	
Philip J. Landrigan, M.D., 

M.Sc.
Marta J. Lawrence	
Phyllis L. Leaman, M.D.
Harold Blondin Lenhart, M.D. 

and Pamela Lenhart Blondin
Helen Loeser, M.D. and  

David Teitel, M.D.
Randall Longenecker, M.D.
Rosemary Luke	
Jed Maker, M.D.
Gerald Mandell, M.D.
Ann Magdalin Markin
Gene Marsh, M.D. 
Rowland Mayor, M.D. and 

Stephanie Arlis-Mayor
Anne McCammon, M.D.
Maureen McCue, M.D., 

M.P.h.
Robert A. McFarlane, M.D. 

and Betty H. McFarlane
Barbara J. Meislin
Don Mellman, M.D.
Manfred Menking, M.D. and 

Susan Menking, M.D.	
John Morton
Robert K. Musil, Ph.D., 

M.P.H. and Caryn McTighe 
Musil, Ph.D.	

Herbert and Virginia Oedel
Gilbert Omenn, M.D. and 

Martha Darling
John O. Pastore, M.D.
Philip Y. Paterson, M.D.
Jeffrey J. Patterson, D.O.
Jonathan Patz, M.D., M.Ph.
Jeffrey Peterson, M.D.
Henry C. Pitot, M.D. and  

Kika M. Dudiak, M.D.
Robert V. Powell, M.D.
Robert M. Railey, M.D.
Irwin Redlener, M.D.
Oscar Reinmuth, M.D.
Robert Resnik, Ph.D.
Ron Ribble, M.D.
William Ritter
A.A. Rockefeller and  

Lee Halperin
Richard Rockefeller, M.D.
Clare Rosenfield
Soheila Rostami, M.D. 
Laila Rothstein
David Rush, M.D.
Miguel Sanchez, M.D.
Susan Sarandon	
Margaret E. Saunders	
Mark Schiffer, M.D.
Barton D. Schmitt, M.D.
Vicki J. Schnadig, M.D. and 

David Stein, M.D. 
Laurence Schonberg
Steven A. Schroeder, M.D. and 

Sally Schroeder
Diana Rich Segal
Laurence R. Serrurier, M.D.
Bennett M. Shapiro, M.D. and 

Fredericka F. Shapir
John Shepherd, M.D. and 

Carolyn Shepherd, M.D.
Steven M. Shields
Bernard Shore, M.D. 
Thelma Shtasel	
Mrs. Martin Shuler
Victor W. Sidel, M.D.

Gouri Sivarajan, M.D. and  
Murali Sivarajan, M.D.

Michael P. Sluss, M.D.	
Julie A. Smith
Marion Smith
Cris Smith and Gail Gorlitz
Robert Stein
John Stively, M.D.
Mrs. Walter St. Goar
Phillip G. Stubblefield, M.D.
Peter Sullivan	
Judge John H. Sutter and  

Dr. Elouise Sutter
Diane A. Tokugawa, M.D.
John R. Van Buskirk, D.O.
Mark R. Vossler, M.D.	
Richard D. Wachter, M.D. and 

Madeleine Wachte
Carol Walker, M.D.	
Curren Warf, M.D. 	
Audrey W. Warfield
Barbara H. Warren, M.D., 

M.P.H.
Edna Webster
Alex Weilenman, M.D.
Paul Wengert, M.D.	
Elizabeth Zeller 

Institutional Support

Avalon Consulting Group
Badger Civic Fund
Ben and Jerry’s Foundation
The BFK Foundation 

Colombe/Proteus Fun
Connect U.S.
Compton Foundation 
The Jane & Worth B. Daniels 

Fund
EarthShare
Energy Foundation
The Gardner Grout 

Foundation
Edward and Verna Gerbic 

Family Foundation
The Elizabeth M. Gitt 

Foundation
Glickenhaus Foundation
Health Care Without Harm
Hilltop Group Charitable 

Foundation
The Stephen and Tabitha King 

Foundation
Knopf Family Foundation
Marisla Foundation
New York Community Trust-

Lion & Hare Fund
Ploughshares Fund
Rockefeller Family and 

Associates
Swimmer Family Foundation
Women Partners In Health
Workable Alternatives

Bequests

Rev. Fr. Harold A. Beutow
David Allen Burton
Dorothy Dimont
Del Greenfield
Helen Lamont Sutton Gullick 

and Luther Hervey Gulick
Herbert Levine, M.D.
J.L. Mongar		
John Oliver
Alfred Schroeder
Miriam Lazaar Sheklow Trust
Louise I. Thompson
Wallace R. Quammen
Estelle Yellin
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PLEASE CONSIDER…INCLUDING 
PSR IN YOUR WILL 
Leaving a bequest to PSR is a wonderful way to 
help continue the work you believe in so strongly. 
We suggest you check with an attorney or tax 
advisor to see how a bequest to PSR would fit 
into your estate plans. PSR’s Tax ID number and 
office address are listed below for your conve-
nience.  Please contact Jill Hertzler by phone at 
(202) 587-5247 or by e-mail at jhertzler@psr.org 
for more information.
	 PSR Tax ID #:  23-7059731
	 Full Legal Name: 

Physicians for Social Responsibility
	 Address: 1875 Connecticut Avenue NW, 

Suite 1012, Washington, DC 20009  

…OR GIVING A GIFT OF STOCK 
A gift of stock is also an excellent way to sup-
port PSR’s work. Listed below is PSR’s brokerage 
information. Please contact Jill Hertzler by  
phone at (202) 587-5247 or by e-mail at  
jhertzler@psr.org for more information or to 
confirm receipt of your gift. 
	 Broker: Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.
	 DTC #: 0164 Code 40
	 PSR Acct #: 3106-0448
	 PSR Tax ID #: 23-7059731
	 Full Legal Name: 

Physicians for Social Responsibility
	 Address:  1875 Connecticut Avenue NW, 

Suite 1012, Washington, DC 20009  

 Invest Yourself  Match Your Gift
Many companies provide matching gifts for em-
ployee charitable contributions. Please check to 
determine whether your gift to PSR will be met, 
doubled or tripled by your employer. It’s a great 
way to make your gift go further to support PSR. 
Just include your company’s matching gift form 
with your contribution, and we’ll complete it, 
send it in, and let you know when your gift has 
been matched!

 Stay Active
Would you like to be more involved in PSR’s 
advocacy efforts? A great place to start is PSR’s 
Activist Updates. Each of PSR’s program areas 
reaches out to members through Action Alerts 
and e-mail. Sign up to receive updates at psr.org.

Coming to Washington, DC, and have an hour 
to spare? How about visiting one of your elected 
officials to talk about the issues of most concern 
to you? Contact the PSR office at least a week in 
advance, and we’ll help schedule a meeting, pro-
vide you with background materials, and possibly 
even accompany you on your lobbying call. 

Contact your elected officials:
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510
  ☎  (202) 224-3121
U.S. House of Representatives, 
  Washington, DC 20515
  ☎  (202) 224-3121
The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
  Washington, DC 20500
  ☎  (202)456-1414

 Keep in touch
Contact PSR at:  
1875 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 1012 
Washington, DC 20009 
  ☎  (202) 667-4260
      (202) 667-4201 fax 
      www.psr.org

PSR Fiscal Year 2009 Financial Statement
January 1 to December 31, 2009

2009 Revenue
Contributions 17% $536,012

Grants 50% $1,578,800

Member dues 27% $850,369

Other income 2% $72,247

Gain (loss) in investment 4% $110,458

Total $3,147,886

2009 Expenses
Program 81% $2,335,132

Fundraising 10% $295,514

General and  
Administrative 9% $262,007

Total $2,892,653
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27%

Other 
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Gain in  
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4%
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10%

Program
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PSR’s Leadership Circle

Give Today
From our campaigns to reduce and eliminate 

the threat of nuclear weapons to our programs 

for stronger policies protecting human health 

from environmental threats, PSR is having an 

impact on the issues you care about most. There 

is much more to be done in preparation for the 

challenges that lie ahead. Your support is critical 

at this moment. Please make a tax-deductable 

contribution to PSR today. Give online at psr.org 

and your gift will be put to immediate good use. It 

will ensure that we have the resources necessary 

to deliver the strongest effort possible in the 

months ahead. Thank you!
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  Executive Director
Continued from page 1

Wisdom that comes with years of ex-
perience, commitment that comes 
with knowing you are on the right 
side of the moral equation, and de-
termination that comes with having to 
work for years to achieve small victo-
ries all helped us stay the course this 
year. 

In spite of setbacks, we persevered. 
When New START was in danger 
of falling victim to partisanship, we 
redoubled our outreach with more 
speaking tours, phone calls, and 
media interviews. When the admin-

Although we celebrated the vote 
as the first serious advance in many 
years and an important step to get-
ting to zero nuclear weapons, we 
know the treaty itself does not go 
far enough to reduce the dangers of 
nuclear weapons. We plan additional 
work to reduce our dangerously 
bloated stockpile of weapons, secure 
vulnerable fissile material and ratify 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). These key steps will move us 
closer to zero—our ultimate goal.

What You Can Do
For more information or to increase your 
active involvement, contact David Hart at  
dhart@psr.org or (202) 587-5224.

“Our biomonitoring report, Hazardous 
Chemicals in Health Care, 2009, showed 
that our chemical policy isn’t work-
ing. What’s missing is a stronger pub-
lic health voice educating people and 
policymakers about the imperative of 
reforming chemical policy.”

The Institute has addressed two 
topics so far: “What is the key ob-
stacle to implementing an effective, 
health-protective chemicals manage-
ment system?” and “How can we set 
science-based policies in the face of 
scientific uncertainty?” Each month 
a new set of essays will be posted. 
“We hope the Institute will make the 
most innovative thinking in this field 
readily accessible to policymakers, 
advocates, and the media,” said Dr. 
Welker-Hood. Visit the Institute at 
www.psr.org/environmental-health-
policy-institute. 

Achieving important 
goals requires long-term 
commitment, whether the issue 
is eliminating nuclear weapons, 
stopping climate change or 
protecting the public’s health 
from the dangers of nuclear 
energy or toxic degradation.

istration announced its support for 
nuclear loan guarantees, we stepped 
up our message about the economic 
risks of new reactors. And when the 
push for comprehensive climate 

change legislation stalled, we recom-
mitted to amplifying the medical 
and public health voice in the debate 
and to building a new, more vibrant 
movement for the future.

PSR members embody the staying 
power I am talking about. Many of 
you have been with PSR for 10, 15 or 
even 25 years. As a group, you have 
helped build a safer, healthier world. 
There is much more work to be done. 
It is more important now than ever 
before to continue your involvement 
and support. 

Peter Wilk, M.D. 

  Toxics Think Tank
Continued from page 1

  new Start
Continued from page 1

PSR

PSR

President Obama with PSR/Los Angeles staff member Ana Mascarenas.  
The president held a backyard visit/small town hall at Ana’s family home in 
Albuquerque to hear a variety of concerns from regular middle class families.


