The Oregon Chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility expresses deep concern that Oregon law continues to include the death penalty as a possible consequence for certain criminal offences.

Guided by the values and expertise of medicine and public health, Physicians for Social Responsibility works to protect human life from the gravest threats to health and survival.  PSR is the medical and public health voice working to prevent the use or spread of nuclear weapons and to slow, stop and reverse global warming and toxic degradation of the environment.  The death penalty is a direct threat to human life, and has consistently been shown to be ineffective and unjust.

As health care providers and other concerned citizens, we adhere to the philosophy of “heal and do no harm”.  Therefore, as an organization, we voice our opposition to the death penalty everywhere, and urge the citizens of Oregon to invalidate Oregon law permitting this penalty in our state at the earliest possible time.  

As Oregon PSR believes that the death penalty is cruel, inhuman and degrading, we oppose its use in all cases regardless of the manner in which the crime was committed, the characteristics of the offender, or the method used to kill the prisoner.  While Europe and Central Asia are now virtually death penalty free zones, China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and the United States carry out 93% of all executions worldwide.

In December of 2008, the United Nations General Assembly adopted by a large majority a second resolution calling for a moratorium with a view to abolishing the death penalty.  This resolution consolidates three decades of steady progress towards complete abolition of the death penalty.

Oregon PSR encourages our members and the community to obtain detailed information on the death penalty from the following national and international organizations:

Amnesty International

http://www.amnesty.org/en/death-penalty

American Civil Liberties Union 

http://www.aclu.org/capital/facts/10602res20070409.html
Death Penalty Information Center 

http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/
Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation

http://www.mvfr.org/
Murder Victims’ Families for Human Rights

http://www.murdervictimsfamilies.org/
Attention Georgia Residents!

The Georgia Board of Pardons and Paroles has denied clemency to Troy Davis, a man facing execution with a strong innocence case. Stand up and be counted. Add your name to the list of those who say that justice matters »
