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 Time for New Policy on Iran
In the past 30 years, the United States tried several failed policy approaches on Iran. Each policy had one or all of these goals; to end Iran's support for terrorists groups, end Iran's threat to U.S. interests in the region, and end Iran's pursuit of a robust nuclear program and prospect for a nuclear weapon.
These policies have failed to achieve these goals. Physicians for Social Responsibility supports a new policy on Iran that recognizes these past failures and offers new hope for the realization of all of them by:


-Integrating Iran into the international community, giving it a stake in peace. 


-Ending Iran's reliance on terrorism by giving it new diplomatic tools.


-Decreasing tension in U.S.-Iranian relations through direct engagement. 


-Providing Iran with security assurances to reduce perceived need for its own.


-Eliminating the chance for war.

Past US policies supported sanctions. Sanctions and other trade restrictive measures, such as  divestment, have isolated Iran from the international community, but have not pushed the nation to end its support for terrorist groups or it's pursuit for a robust nuclear program. 

Creating Stakes in Peace

Current sanctions on Iran are curbing Iran's access to trade with European partners and several Middle Eastern nations. Sanctions on Iraq eventually lead to much higher rates of infant and child mortality. Sanctions are cutting Iran's access to the outside world.  Without assets deeply  embedded in other nations, Iran continues its support for terrorism in the Middle East without any risk to its own interests. 

A new US policy should end the pursuit of sanctions on Iran, and integrate Iran into the international community in order to give the nation a stake in creating and sustaining peace. Integrating Iranian assets and citizens into the Middle East and Europe, will give Iran reason to support policies of diplomacy to maintain peace, rather than terrorist groups that are continually igniting areas of tension.

As sanctions increase, so does support from the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei and the Iranian public for a robust nuclear program under Iranian President Ahmadinejad's direction. Furthermore, sanctions do not slow Iran's nuclear achievements, since Iran no longer needs access to outside technology to advance it's program.  If sanctions are slowly lifted, the Supreme Leader (who holds the real power in the country) and the Iranian people will not support a nuclear program which may counter an opening to the outside world. 

The new U.S. Administration can stop the pursuit of all new sanctions immediately and create a comprehensive plan to slowly lift existing sanctions. The new policy should identify bench marks which signify a reduction in Iran's support for terrorism and/or provide proof that Iran is not pursuing a nuclear weapon. Sanctions to be removed with the accomplishment of each benchmark should also be identified. Sanctions will not disappear overnight, if they did, Iran would have no motivation to change.  As Iran is integrated into the international community, tensions will reduce and Iran will have a stake in creating and sustaining peace throughout the Middle East.

New Diplomatic Tools

A carefully planned integration of Iran into the international community through trade will give Iran a stake in creating peace through diplomacy, but Iran will also need an outlet for practicing diplomacy. We will not achieve peace in the Middle East without Iran. Iran will not stop supporting terrorism without another way to influence the outcomes in Afghanistan, Iraq and the Arab-Israeli conflict. For this reason, a new U.S. policy must bring Iran into a collective dialog over Middle East security. If Iran is given a legitimate role in the region, there is more chance the nation will use diplomacy rather than terrorism to push for its own goals. 

Direct Engagement 

Iran will only believe it has power to influence international policy through diplomacy if a new U.S. policy supports direct unconditional engagement with Iran.  U.S. policy, under the Bush Administration, to only engage Iran if it froze its nuclear program, only increased tension in US-Iranian relations.  A new U.S. policy must build trust and credibility for Iran's role in the region through high level U.S. engagement.  Without an outlet for diplomacy and dialog, Iran will continue to use terrorism as a diplomatic tool. 

Security Assurances 

With U.S. forces encircling Iran in the region and the Arab-Israeli conflict still raging, it is not surprising that the United States is concerned with the prospect of Iran building a nuclear weapon as a security assurance. Once engaged, the United States should prove through security assurances, that it will not attack Iran or pursue regime change. Direct sustained engagement is crucial for the credibility of these assurances. 

Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) supports this new direction for U.S. policy on Iran, since it gives hope for achieving the aforementioned goals, but more importantly, because it reduces the chance of war with Iran. Continuing any part of the Bush Administration's policy of isolating Iran through sanctions and zero engagement will push Iran closer to becoming a nuclear weapon state and push us closer to war with the nation.  

A military attack on Iran would have enormous human costs. Military and civilian deaths in just the first wave of attacks against Iran would be expected to be in the thousands. Furthermore, an attack on Iran would likely plunge the entire Middle East into further chaos and violence, disrupting public health services and putting the well-being of thousands more civilians at risk.  

PSR believes the time is ripe for this drastically different policy to eliminate the chance of war, and create an environment for rapprochement and sustainable peace between the United States and Iran. 

For more information: Contact PSR Deputy Director for Security, Jill Parillo @ jparillo@psr.org or Rachel@OregonPSR.org.  websites: www.OregonPSR.org or www.PSR.org
