Department of Environmental Quality

Infectious \Waste

A Can be a threat to human health
and the environment;

A Must be properly collected,
handled, stored, treated, hauled,
and disposed,;

A Generated by individuals at
home, hospitals, clinics, nursing
homes, veterinary offices, and
mortuaries.
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Infectious Waste Is sometimes referred
t-0o- as e

A biomedical waste
A biochazardous waste
A hazardous materials
A regulated medical waste
A special waste
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Categories of Infectious Waste

A The state of Oregon classifies and
regulates four different categories of
Infectious Waste:

I pathoelogical waste

I biological waste o
i d

I cultures and stocks . 1;—&‘
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I sharps
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Pathological Waste

DEQ

A All'lhuman tissues
I Blopsy materials
I Surgery and obstetrical procedures
| Autopsy and laboratory procedures
I Animal carcasses exposed to pathogens

A Must be incinerated T limited exception for
remote areas of the state
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m Biological \Waste

I Blood and blood products

| EXcretions, exudates, secretions, suctionings
and other body fluids

I Not able to be discarded into sewer system
I Materials saturated with blood or body: fluids

A Incinerated or sterilized

A Liguids may be discharged to sewer
systems with secondary treatment



Department of Environmental Quality

m Cultures and Stocks

I Etiologic agents

I Biologicals, including
Specimen cultures
and dishes

I Devices used to
transfer, Inoculate
and mix cultures

A Incinerated or sterilized
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Sharps

I Needles

I IV tubing with needles attached
I Scalpel blades

I Lancets and glass tubes

I Syringes removed from original
containers

A Incinerated or sterilized

A Special handling I red boxes in a
Segregated area of landfill
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Regulating Infectious Waste

A Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ)

A Oregon Health Services (OHS)

A Oregon Occupational Safety
and Health  Administration
(OR-OSHA)
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A
A

Oregon Infectious Waste Statutes -

ORS 459.386 - 459.405 (Oregon Revised Statutes
addressing infectious waste treatment and disposal -
DEQ & OHD)

Oregon Infectious Waste Rules

OAR 333-056-0010 through 333-056-0050 (OHS Rules
addressing infectious waste definitions, treatment,
and storage times and temperatures)

OAR 340-093-0190 (DEQ Solid Waste Rules regarding
“\Wastes Requiring Special Management*"

OAR 340-094-0040(11)(b)(J) and 340-095-0020(3)(1)
(DEQ Rules requiring landfills that accept IW/medical
waste to have a Special Waste Management Plan)

OAR 340-025-0850 - 0905 (DEQ: Incineration Rules)
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m Pharmaceuticals in the Environment

U.S.G.S. study finds pharmaceuticals in Metro area surface
water sediments

Impacts on fish and'aquatic life
unknown

Effects on human health unknown
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Contact Information:

Mary Lou Perry

Solid Waste Specialist

Oregon Department ofiEnvironmental Quality
Land Quality Division

Solid Waste Policy & Program Development
(503) 229-5731



