DRAFT LETTER #1: Toxin exposure
The Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility web site has a “Waste Minimization and Incineration” item that provides a much needed antidote for a toxic cover-up.  Marion County authorities are poised to commit millions of our dollars to a Solid Waste Management Plan that will help determine our fate for decades to come.  Poison ourselves and our children or build a sustainable future?  The choice is ours – unless we let the corporate profit motive and misinformed public officials take it from us.  County roads constructed from toxic ash?  A 50% increase in the current 180,000 tons per year of greenhouse gases from burning our solid waste?  That’s what we will pay dearly to implement unless we speak up now to convince the County otherwise.  The League of Women Voters of Marion and Polk Counties are presenting all sides of these issues at a public forum on February 26 at 7 PM (6:30 PM for information displays) in Room 201, Willamette University College of Law.  Come and judge for yourself.
DRAFT LETTER #2: Global Warming/Green washing
The incinerator in Brooks burns about 185,000 tons of Marion County citizens’ solid waste per year.  It emitted over 181,000 tons of climate-changing carbon dioxide in 2007 (equal to emissions from over 35,000 cars) according to Oregon DEQ staff – plus dioxins, mercury, and other toxins.  Yet, in a letter to the editor, the operators brag that the incinerator “has offset greenhouse gases.”

Their distorted reasoning says they offset the burning of fossil fuels by producing electricity from waste.  Why not produce that same electricity from solar, wind, or other safe sources?  No pollution to offset!

They say organic waste that’s not burned produces methane gas in landfills.  Why not work to prevent such waste and compost or create usable biogas from the rest?

They have similar arguments about offsetting ore smelter pollution via metal recovery, but that too could be handled via waste prevention and sorting without incineration.

Now the County contemplates expanding incineration.  Inadequate emphasis is given to waste prevention in the Waste Management Plan currently being developed.  Instead, costly disposal options are being highlighted.  The County Commissioners need to hear that we want cheaper, safer, and sustainable ways of handling solid waste.  Give us a break!
Draft #3: Financial Risk

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) has expressed deep concern that Marion County officials are moving quickly toward actions that pose significant threats to citizens' health.  I strongly agree with their conclusions that are presented in the "Waste Minimization and Incineration" section of the Oregon PSR web site.

 

Without quick citizen input it appears likely that public dollars will be spent to construct roads with toxic incinerator ash.  A 50% expansion of the waste incinerator in Brooks is also high on the list of proposals.

 

PSR strongly urges a plan for waste minimization rather than incineration.

 

Both sides of the argument will be presented in a public forum sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Marion and Polk Counties and other organizations.  It starts at 7 PM (6:30 PM for information booths), February 26, in Room 201, Willamette University College of Law.  Please inform yourself and communicate to Marion County Commissioners."

