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Ratification of Test Ban Treaty for a Safer America

The Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) is one safe and realistic step that the United States can take to reduce the threat nuclear weapons pose to human life and health. Today, nuclear terrorism is America’s greatest security threat and U.S. nuclear weapons do not deter terrorists.    
Nuclear testing allows for new weapons to be crafted and produced by old and new nuclear weapon states.  An end to testing will stop the production of these new weapons, and assist the movement towards a world free of nuclear weapons. There are over 25,000 nuclear weapons in the world. Decreasing the amount of nuclear weapons globally will decrease the chance nuclear weapons or material will end up in the hands of terrorists or rogue states.  
The CTBT “prohibits any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear explosion,” and establishes a global monitoring network and the option of short-notice on-site inspections to detect and deter cheating.
In September 1996, the United States was the first nation to sign the CTBT.  However, the U.S. Senate refused ratification when it briefly considered the Treaty in October 1999. Today, if two-thirds (67 members) of the U.S. Senate vote in favor of the Treaty, it will be ratified.  U.S. ratification will prompt the remaining nations to sign and ratify it so this Treaty can go into force. 
The CTBT employs a complex network of monitoring systems around the world. By coordinating data from seismic, acoustic, and atmospheric monitoring stations, the CTBT Organization is able to compile and analyze vast amounts data from a total of 337 active and certified sites throughout the world. The coordination of different kinds of seismic data and the broad positioning of sites gives the system an extremely high success rate, and allows enough precision to pinpoint the exact location of a suspected nuclear test for further investigation. 

 

U.S. ratification of the CTBT will also restore U.S. global leadership and strengthen international support for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the bedrock of all efforts to stop the spread of nuclear weapons.  It is in the national security interest to help prevent nuclear weapons testing by others. Though the United States has already assumed most CTBT-related responsibilities, it cannot reap the full security benefits of the CTBT until the Senate approves this Treaty by the two-thirds majority.

Key Reasons Why the United States Should Approve the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT):

· The United States gave up nuclear weapons testing in 1992 and does not need to restart testing to ensure safety and reliability of the U.S. nuclear weapons arsenal. Since 1992, four successive administrations, Democrat and Republican alike, have supported maintaining moratorium on testing.
· The CTBT enjoys a broad bipartisan support from key political and military leaders including from former Secretary of State George Schultz, former Secretary of Defense Bill Perry, former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, former Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff General Colin Powell and General John Shalikashvili and former Senator Sam Nunn to name just a few. Furthermore, according to a 2007 survey by University of Maryland, an overwhelming majority of Americans (80% to be exact) believe the United States should participate in the treaty banning all nuclear weapons testing.
· By taking away their ability to conduct new tests, the CTBT makes it harder for nations already possessing nuclear weapons—like China, India, Pakistan, and Russia—to field new, more sophisticated nuclear warheads. 

· The CTBT will decrease the chance that new nuclear weapons will be produced globally and the chance nuclear weapons or nuclear weapon material will end up in the hands of terrorists or rogue states.  

· The CTBT increases U.S. security by helping block new nuclear threats from emerging. Without the ability to conduct nuclear weapons testing, could-be nuclear-armed nations, like Iran, cannot proof test nuclear warheads.
· U.S. ratification of the CTBT will restore U.S. global leadership and strengthen international support for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
· Ratification of the CTBT by the United States will prompt other hold-out states, like China, to ratify, and put this important treaty into force.
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Take Action for a Safer America





Call the Capitol Switch Board at 202-224-3121 or write your Senators today. Senators listen to their constituents on issues that concern them. 





Tell your Senators:





You support ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, and want to know their position on this critical issue of national security.  











For more information on how to support CTBT ratification process please contact David Hart at dhart@psr.org or 202-667-4260.
Physicians for Social Responsibility
1875 Connecticut NW Suite 1012, Washington D.C. 20009


